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the friends about him availed more than any, perhaps than all the others that were adopted to frustrate the " flagitious schemes of the bank "—(as they were truly and aptly termed by Mr. Appleton,1 of Boston, who had been its early friend) it was not the occasion of them, and proved indeed, in many respects, to its confederated supporters a valuable windfall. It enabled the bank to substitute for the application for a renewal of its charater, in support of which it was at the moment acting, a fresher and far more popular issue, that of seeking redress for a great public wrong which it charged to have been committed by an arbitrary and unconstitutional exertion of Presidential authority. Under that disguise its supporters were enabled to promote its interest more effectually than in any other way. It was to them a welcome, change in 'the front of battle' which relieved for a season the object of their exertions and hopes from the odium which naturally attaches itself in the public mind to all applications for monopolies, more especially when they are supported by exceptionable means and when, as in this instance, they have been pressed ad nauseam.
The strong, tho' in my judgment, necessary and constitutional ground taken by the President in removing Mr. Duane when the latter refused to carry out his policy, after engaging to do so or to resign, enabled the bank to give the new issues which arose out of it a high degree of plausibility by means of the extensive control it had acquired over the public press, presenting as it did a favorable opportunity for an appeal to the inveterate and honest prejudices of the people against what was called 'the one man power.' But these were neither the only nor even th© principal advantages the bank derived from the chance thus afforded to blink, for a season, the principal question on which the Country was again to be divided, and divided moreover under circumstances more stringent and dangerous than had before existed. There were scattered thro* the Congress and in greater proportion thro' the body of the people,, particularly in the Southern States, a number of clever men, many of whom still occupied distinguished rank in the Democratic party and most of whom had been known for their constant opposition to a national bank on the ground of its unconstitutionality. Of these some through private griefs and others by open difference of opinion from the President on various subjects had been drawn into the ranks of the bank party and were now in their hearts desirous that the bank should triumph, if for no other reason than to break clown Jackson and the administration. They however did not think the prospects of success as yet sufficiently auspicious to justify them in venturing to vote for it directly, a course which
Nathan Appleton.'s own breast and in the execution of which at all events hi* took the lead of all
